
FSA Open Enrollment (OE) Timeline – Sample timeline using 01/01/26 – 12/31/26 Plan Year  
Carryover and Run Out
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April-May 2026           Prior to January 2026 January – March 2026

Confirms election 
counts. Creates 

account for 2026 
Plan Year and 
orders 2026 

Benefits Card

Processes 
enrollment and 

sends file to      
TRI-AD

Processes Carryover 
report and posts 2025 

Carryover funds to 2026 
Account, displaying as 

“other deposit”

Accountholder has 
access to all funds for 

2026 Plan Year 
expenses

Elects 2026 FSA Plan 
during Open 
Enrollment   

Continues to 
submit 2025 Plan 

Year Claims to 
Prior Administrator

Processes 2025 
Plan Year claims 

for reimbursement

Processes 2026 Plan Year 
claims submitted via 

Benefits Card, manually 
or via mobile app

Submits 2025 Plan Year 
Claims to Prior 

Administrator through 
the end of Run Out 
period.  Claim filing 

deadline and submission 
method(s) defined by the 

Prior Administrator. 

Processes 2025 
Plan Year claims 

for reimbursement 
through end of 
Run Out period

At the end of the 
2025 Run Out 

period, calculates 
remaining 2025 

Carryover balance

Creates Carryover 
Report in TRI-AD 
format and sends 
to TRI-AD. Date 

TBD by Prior 
Administrator

Submits 2026 Plan Year Claims to Mercer Marketplace/TRI-AD for processing throughout 2026 
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